






Type of Material Change 

12. Check the box for the type of Material Change proposed, as delineated at 958 CMR 7.03(1). Brief descriptions are 

included here for convenience. Review the regulation for full details. 

a) Corporate Affiliation involving a Provider or Provider Organization and a Carrier 

b) Merger with or Acquisition of a Hospital or hospital system 

c) Corporate or Contracting Affiliation or employment of Health Care Professionals resulting in an increase of Net 

Patient Service Revenue equal to or greater than the Revenue Increase Threshold or in a Provider or Provider 

Organization having Dominant Market Share 

d) Clinical Affiliation  

e) Formation of an organization for contracting or administering contracts with Carriers or Third-Party Administrators  

f) Significant increase to a Provider or Provider Organization’s capacity 

g) Transaction involving a Significant Equity Investor 

h) Significant acquisitions, sales, or transfers of a Provider or Provider Organization’s assets 

i) Conversion of a Provider or Provider Organization from a non-profit Entity to a for-profit Entity 

13. What is the proposed effective date of the proposed Material Change? _______________________________________ 

Material Change Narrative 

14. Briefly describe the nature and objectives of the proposed Material Change, including any exchange of funds between the 

parties (such as any arrangement in which one party agrees to furnish the other party with a discount, rebate, or any 

other type of refund or remuneration in exchange for, or in any way related to, the provision of Health Care Services) and 

whether any changes in Health Care Services are anticipated in connection with the proposed Material Change: 

15. Briefly describe the anticipated impact of the proposed Material Change, including but not limited to any anticipated 

impact on reimbursement rates, care referral patterns, access to needed services, and/or quality of care:

Upon receipt of required regulatory approvals.

Dana-Farber and Merrimack Health, Inc. ("Merrimack Health") propose a radiation oncology

clinical collaboration on the Merrimack Health – Methuen Hospital campus (the "Methuen Site")

to restore radiation oncology services in the community (as the need for such restoration is more

particularly described below). Among other things, the Parties anticipate that (a) Merrimack

Health will contribute space and existing equipment to the collaboration and (b) Dana-Farber will

lease such space and equipment as well as renovate the existing space, which will be operated

under the Dana-Farber license going forward.

The Methuen Site had formerly been owned and operated by Steward Health Care, prior to Steward Health Care’s

filing for bankruptcy and Merrimack Health’s purchase of the Methuen Site. Years of mismanagement and deferred

capital spending by Steward Health Care, combined with broader funding constraints, resulted in the closure of the

prior radiation oncology program. Reopening the program at the Methuen Site under the Dana-Farber license will

restore access to radiation oncology services for patients residing in the Merrimack Valley region. That closure left

patients throughout the greater Merrimack Valley with fewer local options to access these services. Additionally,

around the same time, another nearby radiation oncology facility in Newburyport also closed operations, leaving

even fewer nearby options for radiation treatment. This has been devastating for radiation oncology patients, who

can require daily treatment over the course of several weeks. Geographic proximity to a treatment facility is thus

critical to supporting care continuity, patient welfare, and health equity. Patients must now travel to Boston, Lowell,

or Burlington, or leave the Commonwealth, to obtain this care. Dana-Farber intends to deliver modern,

comprehensive radiation oncology care in the community following the same policies and procedures as the Boston

main campus with access to disease site experts. The parties do not anticipate that the proposed Material Change

will have any material impact on reimbursement rates as compared to reimbursement rates for patients who may

currently travel to Dana-Farber for care in Boston.










